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Headteacher’s Update
Next week’s worship theme – Service
I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be
long or short, shall be devoted to your service.
Queen Elizabeth II
Welcome back to the first newsletter of the new school year.
Yesterday we were told the sad news that our Sovereign,
Queen Elizabeth II had died. This morning the whole school
community met together for an act of worship, thinking
about her life and service to our nation and the commonwealth. The children from each class lit a candle as we
played her majesty’s favourite hymns. The children were
reflective and respectful – and a credit to us all.
In other news, we have had a fantastic start to term - the
children have been delightful and have been embracing the
learning challenges well. Year 3 has settled in fantastically
too – I’m sure they feel at home already!
A huge thank you to all those parents who were able to
attend this week’s ‘meet the teacher’ meetings. It was so
wonderful to welcome parents into school and for families
to see their child’s classroom. For parents who were unable
to come, all presentations have been put onto the school
website for your perusal.
Polite reminder – car parking: We wish to start the year as
we mean to go on in terms of children’s arrival and departure! One of the biggest factors in slowing down traffic on
the main road, is when cars leave site and wish to turn right,
towards Tilford village. Whilst I have no authority to enforce
a left turn only policy, if as many parents as possible would
be willing to turn left, and loop around (see map overleaf),
our queues would undoubtedly be shorter.

Children are welcome onto the Year 6 playground from
8.20am. Prior to this there is no adult on duty. Please
ensure that any children remain in cars or supervised on

9th September ‘22
the paths until Mrs Munro or myself come over to the
crossing.
Uniform: Thank you for ensuring that your children have
returned wearing the correct uniform. We have had a few
children wearing bracelets which is not permitted. It is also
important that pupils only have small stud earrings and that
hair is tied back with a plain band/ headband. We also ask
that children wear plain socks please.
Harvest: As it looks increasingly likely that Monday 19th
September will be a bank holiday, we will instead be celebrating harvest festival on Wednesday 21st September. At
this time, we ask the children to reflect about children who
are not so fortunate as themselves both in this country and
further afield. We also collect food for Farnham food bank. I
have attached their request list at the end of the newsletter.
If you are able, please do bring something in as their stock is
particularly low at the moment. Thank you for your support.
Waterproof jacket/ mac: We currently have inclement
weather which looks likely to last. Unfortunately, only about
50% of our pupils have come into school with a waterproof
and we have therefore needed to remain inside. Please do
pack a coat or a ‘kag in a bag’ waterproof as we will endeavour to go outside whenever possible.

Mrs Rebecca Marshall

School News & Information:
2nd hand uniform
Do you have any uniform that is in good condition, which you no longer require? If so
please bring this to the office and we will ensure it is reused.
If you need a uniform ‘top up’, we have a
good range available – please ask at the
office!
Thanks, FOWA Team

Baby news: Over the summer Miss Edmed gave
birth to a baby girl called Cleo. All the family are
well and enjoying their new addition!

INSET DAYS 2022 - 2023
Monday 31st October 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Friday 26th May 2023
Friday 7th July 2023

Reminder for parents:
Please can all changes to going home arrangements be put in the home contact book. If a
change is made during the day please try and let the office know by phone before 1.30pm if
this is at all possible, so that we can be sure of getting the message to your child's class in
good time. Do not use emails to advise us of last minute instructions as they may not be
read in time due to other pressures on office staff.
We are excited to let you know that Theme Days are back again! The first theme day is around the
corner and it is to celebrate Harvest Festival on 6th October. Please see menu below.

Residential meetings and deadlines
Residential
meeting date –
6pm

Deadline for
deposits

Year 6 – UKSA

Mon 3rd Oct

Tues 1st Nov

Year 5 –
Calshot

Tues 1st Nov

Tues 29th Nov

Year 4 – Runways End

Mon 7th Nov

Friday 2nd Dec

Diary dates for Autumn Term 2022
Wed 21st

Sept ‘22
Harvest Festival

Mon 19th

Staff led clubs begin

Mon 26th & Fri
30th
Tues 27th

School open mornings

Mon 3rd
Fri 14th
Tues 18th &
Wed 19th
Fri 21st
Mon 24th – Fri
28th
Mon 31st

Asthma nurse coffee morning for parents
(8.30am)
October ‘22
Y6 residential meeting (6pm)
Y4 ‘showcase’ (9am)
Parents’ evening
Y6 ‘showcase’ (2pm)
Half term
INSET Day

Additional Lunchtime Clubs: We are pleased to be able to offer the following:
Book Club will be held on Friday lunchtimes in 4JR, open to all year groups and is available to
book via SCOPay.
Homework Club will be held every lunchtime from 12.20 - 12.50 in the ICT Suite. This will be by
invitation or at the parent's request so please contact your child's teacher if you think this will
be beneficial. There will be no charge for this.

Autumn Term Curriculum update
Mr Brown (AHT – curriculum lead)
Curriculum Flexibility:
Last year we introduced blocking to our curriculum. This approach worked brilliantly in some subjects but
others still benefit from a regular weekly time. Therefore as a school, we have developed a flexible approach where blocking is used where is it most appropriate. We are calling this our ‘flex curriculum’. Waverley Abbey's flex curriculum is an approach which enables children to become fully immersed with their
learning. This can be cross curricular approach or use of blocking to teaching and learning. The children have the opportunity to fully immerse themselves into all aspects of the curriculum.
Knowledge organisers:
We are continuing our curriculum development at Waverley Abbey and are currently in the process of focusing on the content of our whole curriculum to ensure that there is a much greater emphasis on the
‘powerful knowledge’ that children need in order to truly understand concepts. A Knowledge Organiser
(KO) sets out in detail what we want children to know by the end of each unit of learning – especially in our
foundation subjects. We wish for most of our children to be able to recall the information on the KO by the
end of each unit, thus ensuring that our children retain as much information, knowledge and skills as possible.
This September, we will be introducing 'Knowledge Organisers' to the children. These are the ‘go-to’ documents outlining the essential knowledge that the teachers will be covering in each of our subjects. These
will include where appropriate: dates, famous figures, vocabulary, definitions, and other useful information.
Future Knowledge Organisers, will be shared with pupils at the start of each unit. These will also be found
for parents and carers on our school website – with the aim that everyone knows exactly what is being
taught, and what the children need to learn.
All of our Knowledge Organisers will be uploaded throughout the year into the Teaching and Learning Curriculum section of the school website. Each Knowledge Orgnaiser can be found on the specific subject’s page. We ask that parents and carers read through these Knowledge Organisers at home with their
children, to support the children with their long-term memory. It is also useful for children to go back to previous Knowledge Organisers and revise these so that the information from previous learning is not forgotten.
Houses and house points:
This year we will be launching a new house point system across school! Our house system will allow children from across the school to work collaboratively and in teams, whilst earning points for their house
through work; exhibiting school values and participation of inter house competitions. Our inter-house competitions will be held in the last week of every half-term, and will include a variety of events and competitions.
We have four houses: Yellow, Red, Blue and Green. Each of the children and staff (excluding Mrs Marshall
and Mr Cassim) have been assigned to one of the houses. Where there are several children from one family, all children are in the same house. Each week house points will be totalled and the winning house’s
ribbon will be attached to the house cup during our Good news assembly on a Friday.
Currently we do not have any names for the colour of our houses, therefore we would like the children to
participate in a competition to name the houses. We would like the children to create a poster, detailing the
name of the four houses and why they have chosen these names. Could all posters be returned to class
teachers by Thursday 22nd September.
Our Year 6 children will have the opportunity to be a house captain, we will have a boy and girl captain of
each house as well as two additional vice captains. Children in year 6 who would like to become a house
or vice house captain, please collect a house captain ‘job application’ from me.

