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Headteacher’s Update
Next week’s worship theme – Easter
We love because he first loved us.
John 4:19
What glorious weather we are currently experiencing.
The children are picnicking outside and enjoying the
sunshine. Long may it continue!
At this point in the year I would like to update families
about the ongoing curriculum development. Next term
sees a few curriculum changes, particularly in the
teaching of spelling. We have decided to move away
from a weekly spelling test as a measure of ‘success in
spelling’. We have made this decision as spelling tests
do not put the words into the children’s long term
memory and therefore we find increasingly that
children are able to spell a word correctly one week for
a test but are not always successful in applying this to
their writing in subsequent weeks and months. From
April, the children will have a fortnightly cycle of
learning where they have a spelling investigation,
focussing on a particular rule and will then apply the
rule in a variety of different ways in school. They may
have an activity as part of this to complete at home but
this will not be tested weekly. In class children will have
a ‘focus five’ list of up to 5 spellings that they personally
find tricky to spell and the class teacher and support
staff will work with individuals/ groups in school to
practise these. Once these words are committed to
memory and applied in the books they will be updated/
replaced.
We have also refreshed our delivery of handwriting
lessons. All children are still encouraged to join their
letters and will be supported to ensure they are
confident using a neat, cursive script. Next term we also
begin the process of moving across to using pens in
school for all writing. If children prefer to rub out their
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pen mistakes (rather than putting a line through them)
then there are now a number of erasable pens on the
market in blue ink that can be used such as a ‘Pilot
Frixion’ which pupils are welcome to bring into school
after Easter if they currently use pens for writing.
Next term we will also be introducing school houses in
preparation for the summer inter school sports events.
Year 6 pupils may want to begin preparing a speech if
they would like to be considered for the role of house
captain. More details to follow here in future
newsletters.
Reminder - Easter Mufti & Eggstravaganza – Each child
in mufti should bring in £1.00 and give it to their class
teacher at registration.
1. Each child to bring in an Easter egg - pupils will
bring these to the hall when they first come into
school. Please do not bring in any eggs that have
any traces of nuts.
2. Pupils may also choose to bring in up to £2.00. One
pound is for the Easter egg raffle. The other sum of
money is to spend at the cake stall (cakes approx.
50p each).
3. If you are able to make some fairy cakes or biscuits
for the cake stall that would be brilliant!
Many thanks for your continued support. Your help and
time which are put into these events is very much
appreciated and will make such a difference. The school
council are hoping to buy additional playtime
equipment and apparatus with the money raised.
Have a wonderful weekend,
Mrs Rebecca Marshall
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School News &
Information:
Upper and Lower School Discos on Thursday 31st
March:

Tickets cost £5 and will include crisps and a
drink and may be purchased via SCOpay.
5.00pm - 6.00pm Lower School
6.15pm - 7.30pm Upper School

Happy’s Circus on 12th May: Reminder to book
your tickets via SCOpay for friends, family,
neighbours and anyone else interested. Food
will be available to purchase! More information
to follow.

June
Year 6 UKSA
Year 4 Runways End (two groups)
INSET day
Swim Gala
July
Sports day
Reserved Sports day
INSET day
End of Term

End of Term, April 1st Finish Times:
Y6 - 1.10pm
Y5 - 1.15pm
Y4 - 1.20pm
Y3 - 1.30pm
INSET DAYS 2022 - 2023

School Meals Menu: The new Twelve15
Spring/Summer menu has now been uploaded to
SCOPay and the school website. A copy is also
attached to this newsletter for your convenience.
School Meal & WAVES Reminders: Please
remember that all school meals and WAVES
bookings for next term need to be made at least 7
days in advance.

Thursday 1st September 2022

Friday 26th May 2023

SCOPay Issue: This is a reminder to parents that
if you are using the SCOPay App on your mobile
phone you may not be able to access all options,
for example club bookings.
If you do have this issue, please log into
your account using another device (laptop,
tablet etc.) and this should resolve the problem.

Friday 7th July 2023

Red Nose Day Mufti: So far we have raised £294!

Friday 2nd September 2022
Monday 31st October 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

Ewan’s dad in year 4 will be running the
Edinburgh marathon on May 29th to raise money
for the NSPCC. You can access the JustGiving
page by clicking here:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/davidmcculloch2022?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_m
edium=fundraising&utm_content=davidmcculloch2022&utm_campaign=pfpemail&utm_term=7e736134450d4e28a71f96af4
25bbbb0.

Calling all Eco Warriors! Waverley Abbey are
taking part in the Keep Britain Tidy 'Great British
Spring Clean'! The aim is simple - pick up as
much litter as you can during the campaign,
which runs from 25th March - 10th April. We
have already made a pledge as a school, so the
Wild Club and Eco reps will be litter picking to
get as many bags filled as possible! Anyone can
join the #BigBagChallenge - all the information is
here: https://www.keepbritaintidy.org/home .
You can make a pledge as an individual, or let
Miss Hemmingham know how many bags you've
filled so that we can add them to our school
pledge! We will also be distributing our litter
pickers throughout each year group, so please
let your teacher know if you're interested in
litter-picking during a break or lunch time. We
look forward to hearing how everyone gets on!

Matilda, Olivia, Jessica and William, all in year 6,
held a cake sale on Sunday to raise money for
the Disasters Emergency Committee. They held
it at Milford Pumas girl’s football match, as part
of the Waverley Abbey Challenge (community
service). They did a great job and raised over
£330! See photos below:

