Music development plan summary:
Waverley Abbey C of E Junior School

Overview

Detail Information

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25

Date this summary was published September 2024

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2025

Name of the school music lead Miss S Wilson

Name of school leadership team member with Ms D Morris

responsibility for music (if different)

Name of local music hub GST — music network

Name of other music education organisation(s) Surrey Arts

(if partnership in place) Music Works
Tune Up
Rocksteady

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

Music is taught in all year groups at Waverley and we benefit from having a dedicated
Arts Block, encompassing a large space for lessons/ ensembles/ choir as well as 6
smaller music rooms for practising, peripatetic music lessons and clubs.

At Waverley Abbey School, we believe that a high-quality music education should
engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talents as musicians,
and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. By
providing a high-quality musical education, pupils are encouraged to explore the world
of music and to be introduced to as many new musical experiences as possible. The
aim of our music curriculum is to open children’s eyes and ears to a diverse musical
programme that will be the foundation for a lifelong love of music.

At Waverley Abbey pupils will be taught to:




- play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

- improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related di-
mensions of music

- listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory

- use and understand staff and other musical notations

- appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians

- develop an understanding of the history of music.

Our curriculum is based on the ‘Charranga’ scheme of work but also embraces the
study of a musical instrument in more depth as part of our enrichment offer. This
benefits Year 4 pupils, who spend 6 months learning the clarinet in school. At the end
of this course, all children also perform in a school clarinet concert.

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Within school we work with Surrey Arts and Music Works, who provide peripatetic
music tuition for individual and groups of pupils in both classical and modern styles. We
also have Rocksteady who teach pupils music as a group encompassing vocals,
guitars, drums and keyboards. All our providers work closely with us to ensure that all
pupils who wish to learn an instrument can. Our providers offer discounts for pupil
premium children, which our pupil premium funding supplements so that these pupils
are extended the same opportunities as their peers.

The school has two choirs run by school staff. These choirs have over 120 children in
them. We also support pupils who have formed bands, so that, if they wish, they can
practise (with the support of a schoolteacher) during a lunchtime each week.

Our music block houses class sets of clarinets, glockenspiels, ukuleles as well as a
class set of djembe drums. These ensure that all pupils can play at the same time
during our music lessons. Three of our staff have degrees in music and they, alongside
our music lead, lead staff training to upskill class teachers so that all pupils benefit from
high quality music.

Pupils celebrate their success in our Good News Assembly, for example when they
have passed a grade in a musical instrument. This is also celebrated in our fortnightly
newsletter.




Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

We plan many musical experiences for our children each year, as pupil voice tells us
that this is something which our pupils really enjoy. Each year there is a concert,
provided by Music Works where pupils get to experience great quality live music. The
pupils are encouraged to participate and sing along.

We also invite groups in who play classical instruments so that children experience
different genres. In the summer term we welcomed in Kids symphonic Sundays who
played a number of classical pieces as well as providing workshops for all the children,
so that they could experience playing in a classical ensemble.

Every Year Group sings and performs in a production and we plan each production to
include all 120 children. Year 3 and 5 are at Christmas, Year 4 at Easter and Year 6
have an end of year production. Last year, Year 6 performed ‘The Lion King’ selling out
2 evening’s performances. Each production is shared with the whole school and
parents/ family members. We also performed to several of our infant feeders.

In addition, there are also several music concerts performed by the children each
academic year. Our Y4s perform a clarinet concert at the end of their 6 month tuition,
each of our peripatetic music groups have concerts for parents and family members.

Pupils are encouraged to play their instruments in our assemblies and each week we
aim to have a different child playing us in or out of Good News Assembly.

Each of our school choirs performs within and outside of school. Our school choir has
performed locally in the garden centre, at the local elderly people’s home and in a
yearly Surrey Arts concert in Aldershot’s Prince’s Theatre. Our Young Voices choir
performs yearly at the 02 arena. This year we will be taking 100 children to this
concert. There are no barriers to participation, and pupil premium funding is used
where needed to ensure all pupils have equal access.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

As a school we always look to opportunities to strengthen our music provision. This
year we plan to grow both choirs allowing all who wish to, to join.

We are also reviewing our weekly singing assemblies, to expose children to more
world music as well as broadening the genres we listen to and sing.




