
Geography: OS maps 

 

OS map symbols 

          

Grid references 

4 figure grid references – ‘along the corridor and up 

the stairs’. You give the co-ordinates of the bottom 

left-hand corner of the square it is in 

 

6 figure grid references – the location of the church 

is 773 253 

Scale 

Different OS maps use different scale. Most 

commonly used are Explorer maps (1:25000) and OS 

landranger maps (1:50000). You can use the scale on 

the map and a piece of string to measure distances.  

 

Relief – contours are used on maps to show elevation. 

The close together the contours the steeper the slope, 

 


